JOHN MILTON

would appear in a bolder and more dogmatic state-
ment. Cudworth and the Cambridge Platonists were
aware that there was another foe to be encountered
besides the spirit of religious fanaticism, that Hobbes
and the new .philosophy were in the field and re-
quired a mare,thorough-going examination and re-
statement of the faith  that seemed to  them  so
reasonablgJBut before we go on to consider the effect
of tfie war on religious thought and its reaction in the
secular literature of the later century, we must take
up a fuller examination of the mind and poetry of
Milton. The great Puritan poet he has been reckoned. *
We may find that it isjjsrly the temper of Milton's ,-
poem which is Puritan, for the theme of the poem in
which he sets out his justification of God's ways to
men is not quite the theme of Puritan sermons and
treatises. It comes rather from the Humanist side of'
Milton's mind. His subject is not the Eternal and i
inscrutable Decrees of God, and the salvation of man
through the Imputed Righteousness of Christ. It is j
the warfare of Reason and Passion in Man whom /
God has created free; the forfeiture of freedom'
through manX surrender to passion,, Adam's too \
great^loye for his tempted and erring wife; the ;
restoration of that freedom through the victory over
temptation of the perfect Man, the Son of God, but <
not himself God, But it may be also that we shall find
that both the Humanist and the Puritan in Milton
suffered from the demoralising experience of the two
perhaps greatest of social and moral disturbers, civil
war and political revolution.
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